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Synopsis: A remarkable, inspiring story of human resilience, War Witch tells the story of Komona, a 14year-old girl whose life took a drastic, tragic turn when armed rebels stormed her village. Forced to join
the rebel army and endure brutal training, Komona learns to survive, and even falls in love. Although she
wishes to forget, the now-pregnant Komona realizes she must reconcile herself with her painful past.

Post-Screening Discussion Questions
1. While War Witch doesn’t take place in a specific African country, the plight of the characters
mirrors the conflict that has happened throughout much of the continent. After researching the
different conflicts and civil wars taking place in Africa, how are they similar to what you see in
the film?
2. Early in the film, Komona is forced to commit a terrible act of violence. What is this violent act,
why is she forced to do it, and how do you think it changes her?

3. Komona is taken as child soldier by the rebels. What does the film say about the abduction and
use of child soldiers? Research the use of child soldiers throughout Africa. How does what you
learned relate to the film?
4. The rebels abuse and disrespect the children they have abducted, yet it is incredibly important
that they don’t lose any children. Why is it important to them to grow and train their army of
child soldiers?
5. Komona’s falls in love with Magician. How does their relationship change her?
6. Komona is able to escape the rebels, but later returns to them. Describe Komona the first time
she is abducted, then describe Komona the second time she is abducted. How is she different or
the same?
7. The film deals with issues of violence and war, but rarely shows the actual violence taking place.
Why do you think the filmmaker chose to depict the violence in this way? How does it change
your reactions as an audience member?
8. At the end of the film, Komona’s future is unclear. What do you think ultimately happens to her?
9. The film uses “magical realism” to tell Komona’s story. Research this style and talk about the
examples you see throughout the film. How do they influence and enhance the story?
10. Komona is a survivor. How do you relate to her story?

